
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUSING EDUCATION WITH THE ARTS | NO.5 
 

PARENT BULLETIN 
 

19 September 2025 

  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome to a brand-new school year at MEPA Academy! I am thrilled to see our 

returning students, staff, and families, and to warmly welcome those joining us for 

the very first time. Each new year is a chance to begin again with fresh energy, 

renewed focus, and a shared commitment to growth. 

 

At MEPA Academy, we believe every student has the potential to achieve greatness when guided by 

curiosity, effort, and perseverance. This year, let us continue to challenge ourselves, support one 

another, and celebrate both our individual and collective successes. 

 

I look forward to walking this journey with you, and I am confident that together, we will make this year at 

MEPA Academy one filled with discovery, achievement, and pride. Let’s make it our best year yet! 

 

Best wishes 

 

Mandy Ellen 
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DIARY DATES 
 

DATE EVENT 

22 September 2025 Baton of Hope Event – Mote Park 

24 September 2025 Year 10 and 11 Parent Information Evening 

20-31 October 2025 Half Term 

02-14 November 2025 Year 11 Mock Assessments 

10-14 November 2025 Yr7-10 End of Term Assessments 

27 & 28 November 2025 Academy Showcase – Book tickets at 

www.mepaacademy.com/book-online  

01-14 December 2025 MEPA Training’s Pantomime – Book tickets at 

www.studio6maidstone.co.uk  

12 December 2025 Christmas Carol Service at Studio 6 – further information to come 

 

REPORTING ABSENCE / LATENESS 
Absences or late to school are to be reported via email to 

attendance@mepaacademy.com each day. For any medical appointments, 

medical evidence is required. 

 

YEAR 7-11 VACCINATIONS 
Vaccinations for Year 7-11 on 30 September 2025 

 

This is a reminder to parents to submit a consent or decline for the FLU vaccination via the Immunisation 

Service’s website https://www.kentimmunisations.co.uk/ 

 

Please submit your preference by the cut-off date 25/09/2025. 

 

Your school’s unique code/URN is: KT148632 

 

YEAR 10 & 11 INFORMATION EVENING 

We are pleased to invite our Year 10 and 11 parents/carers and students to an information evening on 

Wednesday 24 September 2025 at 6pm till around 7:30pm at Earl Street. 

 

This evening is to provide parents/carers and students with information about their GCSE studies, 

examinations, access arrangements and other important information including the next steps after Year 

11. Teachers will also be providing resources for each student as part of a revision and study pack to 

take home. 

 

Please could you click the link below to inform us of your attendance to this evening. 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/6211DhTCtZ 

 

We look forward to seeing you at the information evening. 

 

http://www.mepaacademy.com/book-online
http://www.studio6maidstone.co.uk/
mailto:attendance@mepaacademy.com
https://www.kentimmunisations.co.uk/
https://forms.office.com/e/6211DhTCtZ
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PARENT COMMUNICATION 
Please can we ask that parents/carers direct all communication to reception as a first point of contact. 

This includes any queries and questions that you may have around school life. 

 

If you have any concerns that need the attention of the senior team, please contact them directly using 

the email addresses below. 

 

Mandy Ellen 

Principal Director 

Mellen@mepatraining.com 

Emma Finch 

Vice Principal 

EFinch@mepatraining.com 

Lewis Muir 

Head of Academy 

LMuir@mepatraining.com 

 

If you have subject specific queries or questions and would like to get in contact with any subject 

teachers, please see below their email addresses: 

 

SUBJECT TEACHER EMAIL ADDRESS 

Mathematics James Huggins jhuggins@mepaacademy.com 

English Language Lucy Benardout lbenardout@mepaacademy.com 

English Literature Lucy Benardout lbenardout@mepaacademy.com 

Science Vicky Grant vgrant@mepaacademy.com 

History Lucy Benardout lbenardout@mepaacademy.com 

Geography Lewis Muir lmuir@mepatraining.com 

Performing Arts Emma Finch efinch@mepatraining.com 

Spanish Silvia Jackson sjackson@mepaacademy.com 

Art and Design Casey Brett cbrett@mepaacademy.com 

Enterprise Lewis Muir lmuir@mepatraining.com 

Music Chris Huntley chuntley@mepaacademy.com 

 

 

  

mailto:Mellen@mepatraining.com
mailto:EFinch@mepatraining.com
mailto:LMuir@mepatraining.com
mailto:jhuggins@mepaacademy.com
mailto:lbenardout@mepaacademy.com
mailto:lbenardout@mepaacademy.com
mailto:vgrant@mepaacademy.com
mailto:lbenardout@mepaacademy.com
mailto:lmuir@mepatraining.com
mailto:efinch@mepatraining.com
mailto:sjackson@mepaacademy.com
mailto:cbrett@mepaacademy.com
mailto:lmuir@mepatraining.com
mailto:chuntley@mepaacademy.com
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Review by Sophia Qubian, Year 8 

 

  

THORPE PARK TRIP 
On Tuesday, 16 September 2025, the whole school 

went to Thorpe Park. When we got there, the height 

of the rides looked much more daunting than they 

had online, which shook me and my friends. The first 

ride I went on was Swarm, and since it was my first 

ever twisting rollercoaster, I instantly regretted 

going on it—but there was no turning back. When we 

reached the top, my heart sank to the bottom of my 

stomach. After the first drop, though, the ride was 

really good—the theme was amazing, and the 

smoothness was a 10/10. Thankfully, there were no 

queues, so we got to go on it many times before 

heading over to Colossus, which had so many loops 

it gave me a headache (as you can see in the photo), 

but I still ended up going on it about four more times! 

 

This was one of the many thrill-seeking rides 

I went on. It’s called Stealth, and it reaches 

over 80 mph in less than 1.8 seconds! It also 

scrapes the sky at 205 feet, and when my 

friends and I reached the top, the camera 

took a really good photo of us up there. We 

were really hoping for a rollback (which 

sadly didn’t happen). The force was so 

strong it pinned you back into your seat, 

and it all went by so fast—but it was such a 

good ride! 
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TERM DATES 2025-26 
 

Term 1a  

First Day   Monday 8 September 2025 

Y10 & 11 Info Evening  Wednesday 24 September 2025 

CYD Super Convention  11 & 12 October 2025 

Last Day   Friday 17 October 2025 

 

Term 1b 

First Day   Monday 3 November 2025 

Year 11 Mocks   Week of the 3 & 10 November 2025 

Term 1 Assessments  Week of 10 November 2025 

Academy Showcase  27 & 28 November 2025 

MEPA Panto   5 – 14 December 2025 

Last Day   Friday 12 December 2025 

 

Term 2a 

First Day   Monday 5 January 2026 

Parents Evening  Wednesday 28 January 2026 

Last Day   Friday 13 February 2026 

 

Term 2b 

First Day   Monday 23 February 2026 

Term 2 Assessments  Week of the 2 & 9 March 2026 

Move It 2026   Friday 20 March 2026 

Staff Development Day  Monday 23 March 2026 

Academy Musical  26, 27 & 28 March 2026 

Last Day   Thursday 2 March 2026 

 

Term 3a 

First Day   Monday 20 April 2026 

Y10 Work Experience  27 April – 1 May 2026 

Bank Holiday   Monday 4 May 2026 

Parents Evening  Wednesday 12 May 2026 

Last Day   Friday 22 May 2026 

 

Term 3b 

First Day   Monday 1 June 2026 

Term 3 Assessments  Week of the 22 & 29 June 2026 

Sports Day   Wednesday 8 July 2026 

Last Day   Friday 10 July 2026 

Academy Showcase  10 & 11 July 2026 

Graduation & Prom  Sunday 12 July 2026 
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SAFEGUARDING 
 

Safeguarding - Overarching Principles 

1. Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and duty 

2. We rely on all those working with children to take any suspicions, allegations or concerns 

about a child seriously. 

3. Always assume ‘it could happen here’. 

 

Safeguarding Team 

The MEPA Academy Safeguarding Team has been trained to an advanced level on all aspects of 

safeguarding. The team is available to any student, parent, or school staff member to discuss 

and report any safeguarding concerns.  

 

Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 

Emma Finch – Vice Principal 

 

Deputy Designated Safeguarding Leads (DDSL) 

Lewis Muir – Head of Academy 

Jemma Capon – Student Welfare Officer 

 

Student Support 

Daniel Greenway – Teacher of Dance 

Casey Brett – Teacher of Art 

 

Mandy Ellen, the Principal, also holds the advanced level safeguarding qualification and 

oversees all safeguarding arrangements at MEPA Academy. 

 

STUDENT WELFARE OFFICER  
We are pleased to announce that Jemma Capon has been appointed as our new Student 

Welfare Officer. 

 

Jemma is here to: 

• Support students with personal and wellbeing matters 

• Be an initial point of contact for problem solving and signposting to relevant services and 

resources. 

• Promote a safe, inclusive and supportive environment for all members of the student 

community. 

 

Jemma is in the office on Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
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